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You Can Make A Difference  

N ow is the time for all good peo-

p l e  o f  t h e  c h e m i s t r y -

biochemistry - chemical engineering 

sort to be engaged in... what else, 

the field of your dreams! I assume 

that you are working in or toward 

that field of your dreams. Or, per-

haps, you have finished the fight and 

have retired ðbut, wait, that only 

means you have more time to spend 

at your desire, and could you maybe, 

just maybe, spend some of that time 

toward making the world a better 

world to hear, see and experience the 

benefits brought to it by the chemical

- related realities of life? Well, I as-

sume that is so, else, why would you 

even be reading this?  

With the space graciously given to 

me to twist your ears just a little bit, 

Iôd like to first congratulate Alma Col-

lege and Melissa Strait for the fine 

Fall Scientific Meeting that they put 

on back on October 22, 2011. It was 

a great location, and the talks were 

interesting. I believe you will find a 

bit more about it, that is, if you were-

nôt there, in this issue of The Midland 

Chemist . 

Sci-Fest 2011 was another event 

that was held, in November, on the 

5th. Dave Stickles 

did another great 

job in bringing the 

world of science and 

chemistry just a 

little closer to 

school -age kids.  

Elect ions for 

2012 (and beyond) 

offices of the Mid-

land Section were 

held. Congratulations are due to the 

winners ðlook for the article contained 

herein for details of who won what!  

Let me also add that the elections 

are for the offices ðyou donôt need to 

be elected to make a big difference in 

the ways in which people around you 

respect chemistry and its associated 

field. You can make a difference. How 

best to do so? Merely contact someone 

who is an officer. In fact, Iôll go so far 

as to give you the name of Gina 

Malczewski, and the contact address of 

gina.malczewski@dowcorning.com, 

who is the chair of the Section in 2012. 

She will be able to get you plugged into 

whichever group you have an interest.  

Let me close by repeating again 

what was in the previous issuesé Each 

of you has a tremendous possibility 

From the Chair  

A publication of the Midland Section of the American Chemical Society  

A  summary of the results of this 

fallôs election of the 2012 Board 

of the Midland Section of the Ameri-

can Chemical Society is reported be-

low.  

This was the first year that the 

Section voted electronically. 136 total 

valid ballots were received, which 

represents 19% of the eligible 

voters ðthis is a slight increase over 

the number of ballots received last 

year. In addition, the expense of this 

yearôs election was $229, which is a 

savings of $481 over last year.  

A tie vote for councilor occurred ð

64 votes for each candidate ðand was 

Brian Pate, Chair of Nominations & Elections  

2012 Board Election Results Are In  

resolved by the Board, in accordance 

with Midland Section Bylaw VI, Section 

8. You can see that every vote does 

count ðthanks for your participation in 

this yearôs election!  

Congratulations and welcome to the 

new Board members!  

 

CHAIR - ELECT :  

 Wayde Konze  

 

SECRETARY :  

 Seiji Inaoka  

 

TREASURER :  

 Robert Freeman  

CHAIR, N&E COMMITTEE :  

 Shawn (Xiaoyun) Chen  

 

COUNCILOR :  

 Bob Howell  

 

ALTERNATE COUNCILOR :  

 Connie Murphy  

 

DIRECTORS  (3 -year terms):  

 Pat Smith  

 Dave Stickles  

 David Karpovich  

 

DIRECTOR  (1 -year term):  

 Darren Hansen  

here, to get involved, to be involved, 

and to stay involved. So why donót 

you read the rest of this issue, find the 

things you would like to be involved 

with, and get out there and help. Your 

time will be greatly appreciated and 

you just might find that you enjoyed 

it!  

John (Pat) Cannady  
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Amy Tesolin -Gee, MC Editor  

Howell, Murphy, Lane Named National ACS Fellows  

T he American Chemical Society 

announced the selection of 213 

members as 2011 ACS Fellows; an 

honor recognizing distinguished indi-

viduals for their significant contribu-

tions to science, and for providing ex-

cellent service to the ACS.  

Midland Section members honored 

by election to the 2011 Class of Fel-

lows are Connie J. Murphy, Dr. Tho-

mas Lane, and Dr. Bob Howell. They 

were recognized for this honor at the 

Fall ACS National Meeting in Denver 

where each received a lapel pin and 

certificate. The complete list of 

awardees is available at http://

cenm.ag/fellows.  

Each of these remarkable and in-

spiring individuals had many nomina-

tions submitted on his or her behalf. 

Portions are shared further below to 

help illustrate the impact of their out-

standing achievements.  

To be eligible for consideration as 

an ACS Fellow, nominees must be cur-

rent ACS members in good standing. 

The selection is based on demon-

strated contributions in two areas. 

First, nominees must demonstrate 

excellence in their science/profession, 

which may include the following: ex-

cellence in R&D; teaching or educa-

tion; and demonstrated leadership or 

managerial excellence in an organiza-

tion within the chemical sciences.  

Second, nominees must have dem-

onstrated outstanding service to the 

American Chemical Society, including: 

governance on a divisional, local, re-

gional, national and/or international 

level; publications, such as editor, 

assistant or associate editor; meetings 

through organization of symposia or 

major presentations; involvement in 

National Chemistry Week, Chemists 

Celebrate Earth Day, and similar out-

reach activities; and public communi-

cation by press, radio, TV or electronic 

media.  

Individuals can be nominated by 

ACS National Committees, Technical 

Divisions, local sections or individual 

members. The nomination period for 

2012 ACS Fellows will open around the 

end of the first quarter of 2012. Fel-

lows are chosen by the Selection Com-

mittee appointed by the Board Com-

mittee on Grants & Awards which has 

governance oversight for the program.  

Congratulations to Connie Murphy, 

Tom Lane, and Bob Howell!  

Excerpts from Connie J. Murphyôs 
Nomination Letters:  

ñWithout a doubt, Connie exemplifies 

the leadership, excellence, and passion 

for our science and Society that the 

ACS Fellows program seeks to ac-

knowledge and recognize.ò 

 

"Ms. Murphyôs technical achievements 

have been widely recognized by her 

employer, The Dow Chemical Com-

pany. Her contributions have been sub-

stantial and sustained over the course 

of her career.ò She was awarded sev-

eral Special Recognition Awards from 

The Dow Chemical Company for her 

contributions to several projects and 

for her contributions leading to over 

five U.S. patents.  

 

ñFurther, she has been recognized for 

her leadership, commitment, and ex-

perience by the number of teams, 

boards, and awards that she has 

amassed during her career.ò Multiple 

examples of Connieôs achievement in 

this area were given and include her 

service as a Delta College Chemical 

Technology Advisory Board member 

since 1995, as well as an invited 

speaker to chemical technology stu-

dents on careers in chemical technol-

ogy, ethics at work, and intellectual 

property.  

 

ñIt is incredibly telling and humbling to 

recall that Connie is the recipient of her 

companyôs, the Midland Section and 

the ACS Division of Chemical Techni-

cians awards for outstanding service 

and achievement.ò These include the 

Dist inguished Serv ice Award, 

awarded by the ACS Division of 

Chemical Technicians in 2006; Out-

standing Chemical Technician Award, 

awarded by the Midland Section of 

the ACS in 1997; and the Out-

standing Technologist Achievement 

Award, awarded by the Dow Central 

R&D Scientists Organization in 1994.  

 

ñConnieôs service to the Society has 

been equally impressive. She has 

given her time, talent and treasures 

freely to the American Chemical Soci-

ety; quietly, effectively, and proac-

tively adding value to the enterprise. 

She moves freely across all levels of 

authority and is able to ñsell her 

ideasò in a fashion that fosters sup-

port and action. Connie gets stuff 

done!ò 

 

ñMs. Murphy is an incredible woman 

with vision, energy, passion, and 

commitment to our discipline and the 

Society. She has been relentless in 

her pursuits and effective in her 

causes. When faced with barriers or 

challenges, she stands tall and simply 

does what is required; facing each 

challenge with courage and an opti-

mistic outlook that has assured her 

success. She is an ambassador for 

(Continued on page 3)  

Dr. Bob Howell (l), Connie J. Murphy, and Dr. Tom Lane (r), named National ACS Fellows in 2011.  
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chemistry and a champion for the 

chemical technologist.ò 

 

ñI first got to know Connie as a Tech-

nologist and quickly came to recog-

nize that her intelligence, curiosity, 

motivation for excellence, and work -

style adaptability made her a Tech-

nologist that you wanted on your pro-

ject team.ò 

 

ñIn Connieôs later career at Dow 

Chemical, she again showed her ver-

satility and ability to develop new 

skills by becoming a people manager 

and leader.ò 

 

ñIn addition to her technical abilities, 

Connieôs demonstrated people and 

leadership skills led to the founding, 

organizing, and leading The Dow 

Chemical Midland R&D Technologist 

Groupé.This effort led to the forma-

tion of the Mid -Michigan Technician 

Group affiliated with the ACS Midland 

Section which led to her contributions 

and participation in the establishment 

of the National ACS Division of 

Chemical Technicians.ò 

 

Excerpts from Dr. Thomas Laneôs 
Nomination Letters:  

ñTom has always made himself avail-

able to the applied chemical profes-

sional whether it is a career or per-

sonal issue. He takes an active role in 

the careers of other professionals and 

possesses a unique ability to develop 

people for future assignments.ò 

 

ñIn his 35 years at the Dow Corning 

Corporation, he earned the title of 

Research Scientist, making him one 

of an elite group highly respected for 

their contributions to organosilicon 

chemistry and technology. He was an 

inventor on 15 US and 85 Interna-

tional patents, authored 170 research 

reports, and made 390 technical 

presentations. He has also written six 

book chaptersé.In honor of his many 

scientific contributions, he has been 

named a Chartered Scientist by the 

Science Council of the UK and the 

Royal Society of Chemistry. From 

Ca m br idge  he  rec e iv ed  th e 

ñInternational Leader in Achievement 

Awardò (1987) and in 1991 our local 

ACS Section honored him for Out-

standing Achievement and Promotion 

of the Chemical Sciences. He has 

been recognized by two institutions 

(Purdue and Central Michigan Univer-

(Continued from page 2)  

sities) with Distinguished Alumnus 

Awards.ò 

 

ñHe is an instinctive and engaging 

leader, who understands individual mo-

tivations and inspires all ages with his 

positive message and his insights. He 

is an excellent communicator, able to 

speak about difficult concepts in a clear 

and incisive way ðbut he is also an ex-

ceptional LISTENER. He led his employ-

ees by example and with finesse, build-

ing effective teams by encouraging 

interaction and enjoyment ðhe is the 

ultimate Chemistry Ambassador who 

convinces all his audiences that science 

can and should be FUN.ò 

 

ñThe American Chemical Society (both 

at the local and national levels) has 

long benefited from Tomôs commitment 

to its missioné.but his service is no 

better exemplified than by the achieve-

ments of his national presidential terms 

2008 -2010.ò 

 

ñUltimately, all his accolades and ac-

complishments cannot begin to de-

scribe fully Tom as a professional or as 

a person. He represents chemistry at 

its best, and is, like that profession, 

honorable, remarkable, and greatly 

concerned with the improvement of 

peopleôs lives.ò 

 

ñAt the 2011 ACS National Meeting in 

Anaheim, Tom attended the Awards 

Ceremony of the National Student Af-

filiates of the American Chemical Soci-

ety Chapters. When he approached the 

podium, the students roared! He can 

communicate with them in a way that 

very few people in his position 

cané.they chant with him, ñI am proud 

to be a Chemist!ò He is most definitely 

empowering the next generation of 

chemists and chemical engineers.ò 

 

ñWhen Tom was elected to the Presi-

dential Succession, he asked his con-

stituents for advice as to what he could 

do during his term for the betterment 

of the Society and the global society as 

well.ò 

 

ñTomôs interactions with the ACS are 

substantial. He has worked long and 

hard at making chemistry a word and a 

work of success in the worldé.he has 

accomplished a great venue, a great 

way of doing things that would be an 

icon for those younger who are looking 

about and saying: who should I be like, 

who has done what should be done? 

The answer is Tom Lane.ò 

Excerpts from Dr. Bob Howellôs 
Nomination Letters:  

ñProfessor Howellôs area of expertise is 

in polymer chemistry, particularly in 

the research and development of 

novel flame retardants in polymeric 

materials. He has published exten-

sively and lectured widely on this and 

other aspects of polymer science. In 

the last five years alone he has co -

edited five books and authored seven 

book chapters including three in the 

ACS Symposium Series of books. In 

addition he has published over 30 re-

search papers during this time, mostly 

in the Journal of Thermal Analysis and 

Calorimetry, a fully peer reviewed, 

highly cited journal. Overall his im-

pressive record includes 250 scientific 

publications, 400 presentations at na-

tional/international meetings, numer-

ous invited seminars at various insti-

tutions including consultations for sev-

eral major US corporations.ò 

 

ñHe has demonstrated excellence in 

research in polymer science and in the 

teaching of chemistry and has served 

the American Chemical Society in an 

outstanding manner for many 

yearsé..Over the years I have become 

increasingly aware that he has be-

come one of a very select group of 

chemists in the region who have 

shown great leadership both in pro-

moting the chemical sciences and in 

making outstanding contributions to 

the American Chemical Society.ò 

 

ñHis contributions to the American 

Chemical Society are most impressive, 

both nationally and locally. At the na-

tional level, Prof. Howell is a Member 

of Council and a member of five com-

mittees including the Patents and Re-

lated Matters Committee which he has 

diligently served for twenty years. His 

local contributions are equally impres-

sive having led the Midland Section as 

chair twice and served many years as 

councilor and member of the Board of 

Directors. Moreover, he has chaired a 

variety of committees including the 

Government Affairs Committee, 

served on several more, notably the 

Scholarship Committee, and organized 

symposia for our annual Fall Scientific 

Meeting and a number of Central Re-

gional meetings. His contributions to 

the local section were recognized by 

receipt of our Award for Outstanding 

Service.ò 

 

(Continued on page 4)  
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Melissa Strait, FSM Chair  

Alma College Hosts Successful FSM  ñHe ensures that his actions on na-

tional committees properly reflect the 

views of our Section. We have re-

ceived many ChemLuminary awards 

over the years, in large measure due 

to his advocacy and leadership in this 

area.ò 

 

ñI worked with Professor Howell on a 

number of projects, most notably on 

the degradation and stabilization of 

poly(vinylidene chloride) copolymers. 

His extensive knowledge of the litera-

ture and his creative insights quickly 

impressed our R&D leadership, such 

that they quickly recognized the need 

to incorporate him into the research 

team.ò 

 

ñI believe Professor Howellôs primary 

passion is teaching and mentoring 

students. He has won several teaching 

awards, among them are the excel-

lence in teaching awards from both 

CMU and the ACS, Midland Section, 

and he also received the Mortar Board 

Outstanding Teacher Award twice. He 

received the Outstanding Mentor, ACS 

Project SEED recognition in 2003....I 

really appreciate the time, effort and 

patience he provides to the mentoring 

relationship. He is very deliberate 

about ensuring that the student re-

ceives the scientific direction needed, 

as well as imparting his personal ex-

ample for attentiveness to the litera-

ture, attention to detail in experimen-

tal procedure and integrity all along 

the way.ò 

 

ñProfessor Howell has received many 

other awards and honors throughout 

his careeré.and in 2002 was elected 

Fellow of the North American Thermal 

Analysis Society (NATAS). This honor 

is accorded to only one or two NATAS 

members a year and recognizes a his-

tory of distinguished scientific achieve-

ment in this discipline.ò 

 

ñHe has been an example to me in 

many areas but most notably in excel-

lence in scientific research, in vision-

ary leadership as evidenced by the 

programs he initiated both in the 

Chemistry Department at CMU and 

within the local section, in persistence 

when times get difficult, in commit-

ment to students, and in personal in-

tegrity and characteré.He is the type 

of person we should celebrate as a 

role model within our society.ò 

(Continued from page 3)  

O n the glorious fall day of Satur-

day, October 22, 2011, the Fall 

Scientific Meeting of the Midland Sec-

tion of the American Chemical Society 

was held at Alma College. With the 

theme of ñThink Globally, Act Locallyò a 

range of international and local speak-

ers were present to talk on topics near 

and dear to our hearts here in mid -

Michigan, but also of import to the in-

ternational community.  

The keynote speaker, Ann Duffy, 

spoke about making the 2010 Vancou-

ver Olympic games a sustainable 

venue. She was followed by three sym-

posia in Power Technology, Environ-

mental Awareness and Biotechnology. 

The symposia were followed by parallel 

oral and poster sessions where eleven 

talks and more than 40 posters were 

presented.  

In addition to the scientific activi-

ties, several vendors were present to 

promote their wares. The meeting was 

attended by more than 100 people. 

At the end of the scientific sessions, 

awards were made to the best gradu-

ate and undergraduate oral and 

poster presentations. The afternoon 

concluded with a walk through the 

lovely fall weather to the post -

meeting reception.  

Awards were given to Angela 

Clayton (best undergraduate 

poster), Matthew Quast (best 

graduate poster), Mary Martin and 

Sarah Murphy (best undergradu-

ate oral presentation) and Daniel 

Holycross (best graduate oral 

presentation). All winners re-

ceived a monetary prize and a 

Merck Index.  

Ann Duffy, the corporate sustainability offi-
cer for the 2010 Olympic Games talked 
about the environmental and sustainability 
legacy of the Vancouver 2010 games.  

FSM attendees enjoy the posters (below), the symposia (above) and the presentations.  
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Gina Malczewski, Chair -Elect / Kids & Chemistry Co -chair  

Outreach Sponsors Activities, Designs Speaker Award  

O n November 5, ACS Outreach 

had a booth at Sci -Fest at which 

the theme of ñOur HealthðOur Fu-

tureò was reinforced with activities 

that covered nutrition including 

starch and Vitamin C content of food, 

as well as iron in breakfast cereal and 

Pepsi vs. Diet Pepsi (density and 

sugar content). We also showed vari-

ous types of bacterial growth from 

common surfaces and used a ñGlo 

Germ kitò to teach the kids about 

effective hand -washing. We had very 

dedicated volunteers who worked non

-stop for the entire four hours!  

Aaron Gaertner, Shariôs Executive 

Chef and General Manager, ran a sci-

ence caf® on the ñArt and Science of 

Modern Cookingò with science expla-

nation provided by Gina Malczewski 

at Saginaw High School on November 

10. This program was a reprise of the 

one done at Bay City Central in April, 

and one will likely be held in Midland 

next year. All 60 attendees got free 

samples of tasty items from cookies 

to ice cream, and our feedback indi-

cated the program was again very 

successful.  

On November 12, the third install-

ment of the Camp Chemistry program 

for Junior Girl Scouts was held at 

Delta College. This yearôs theme was 

Polymers: Girl Scouts Bonding at 

Camp Chemistry. Activities were or-

ganized in four different lab rotations. 

The feedback was very positive. The 

kids had fun and some were very 

excited to go home and tell their par-

ents something they learned.  

Three of the labs were run by the 

college instructors and one was run 

by a student who had good rapport 

with the girls. Delta instructors of-

fered their students extra credit to 

come in and volunteer for the event 

and so we had 1 ï2 volunteer helpers 

for each room. Over 40 girls attended 

(ages 9 ï12) and at least 15 adults 

worked on the experiments with the 

girls. The guest speakers were young 

women from Dow that talked about 

their jobs there. It was informal but 

kept the scouts engaged.  

We are now preparing for our 

Pittcon involvement in Orlando 2012, 

and science coaching is just getting 

started. We have also offered to do a 

special ñBringing Science to Lifeò ses-

sion at the Michigan Science Teachers 

Association meeting in Lansing on 

March 8, and are just starting to plan 

Education Day with the Saginaw Spirit, 

which will take place February 28. If 

you have any ideas for demos or pro-

grams, or would like to volunteer, 

p l ea s e  c on ta c t  G ina  o r  L i s a 

(gina.malczewski@dowcorning.com or 

Lisa.Thackery@dowcorning.com).  

Update for Program Committee  

The Program Committee (Gavin Lu, 

Gina Malczewski and Sue Perz) has 

developed a speaker award with the 

help of Tim Drier, Dow Chemical glass-

blower and glass artist.  

For $40 per award, Tim has crafted 

a goblet for each speaker (first ones 

awarded to Biofuel speakers Harding 

and Dale on October 6), with a com-

partment in the stem that contains ion 

exchange resin made by Dow Chemi-

cal. An ACS logo also appears on the 

front of this compartment. The glass 

(and silicone bead which closes the 

resin compartment) represent Dow 

Corning.  

A note was provided with each 

award explaining the close connection 

Midland ACS has with Dow Chemical 

and Dow Corning, and thanking each 

speaker.  

Because each piece is hand -blown, 

it is unique, and we believe these pro-

vide a wonderful memento (which is 

also useful!) of each speakerôs trip to 

Midland. We will also be sending Drs. 

Christy and Jorgensen these awards 

for their presentations in June.  

The committee is also planning 

talks for next year, and looking for-

ward to the involvement of the new 

chair -elect.  

Marilyn Tourné, YCC Chair  

YCC Sponsors Brewery Tour  

The Program Committee offers speaker 
awards by master glassblower, Tim 
Drier. The design incorporates Dow and 
Dow Corning technologies.  

Tour & Holiday Party  

Tri - City Brewery  

Bay City, MI  

December 15th, 6pm  

Food, Drinks, Cash Bar  

Open to All  

S ince we had such a good time at 

the first brewery tour we decided 

to have another. This time we will be 

co-hosting the event with the Young 

Research Committee (YRC) from 

Dow. Repeat offenders are definitely 

WELCOME!  

Anyone and everyone is welcome  to 

attend ðyou do not need to be a mem-

ber of YCC or YRC.  We will be having it 

at the Tri -City Brewing Company in Bay 

City on Thursday, December 15th.  
As before, we will take a small tour 

of the brewery and then enjoy food and 

drinks for the rest of the evening. A 

cash bar has been tentatively planned 

for our members after the tour (they 

will provide a discount on six packs 

and growlers).  

Don't miss out on what is sure to 

be a GREAT TIME!!! We will be meet-

ing at the Brewery at 6:00 pm. Food 

and drinks will be served after the 

tour. Please contact Marilyn Tourné at 

tourn1m@cmich.edu if you have any 

questions.  

Hope to see you ALL there!  


