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Agenda
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Time Topic Presenter

7:00 Call to Order, Approve Minutes (January) Mark Jones

7:05 Chair Updates Mark Jones

7:15
CERM 2020, Outreach Volunteers of the Year, 

STEM night, Reports and forms
Amanda Palumbo

7:20 PR for Section and National Program Lauren McCullough

7:30 ACS Fellow Nominations All

7:35 2020 Chemistry Olympiad Michael Tulchinsky

7:40

OtherItems  (Diversity & Inclusion Chair 

nomination, Exhibit summary, H2 2019 

Outreach summary, Earth Day)

Mark Jones, Regina 

Malczewski

7:55 Annual Picture All

8:00 Adjourn All



Chair Comments

Å Critical Issues:

ï ?

Å Important Issues:

ï Accounting for Foundation Gifts  

ï H2O Q future 

Å funding?  Suez may be interested; waiting on DuPont Water

Å Midland section ownership

Å Other Issues: 

ï ?
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Local Innovation Award
returning value to company partners

Å Scope

ï up to three per year with one designated for <300 person organizations

ï significant Midland Area contribution

Å Nature

ï The award will consist of a trophy to be provided to the employer and 

certificates for each team member. 

Å Eligibility

ï This award recognizes the team responsible for a commercialized innovation.

ï Innovations can be either new products or new processes.   

ï Commercialized in the current or previous two calendar years are eligible.  

ï Nomination packages will be maintained for subsequent years until the 

expiration of eligibility.   

ï There is no requirement linked to ACS membership.

Å Fee:  There is a $60 fee for each submission.
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Local Innovation Award (cont)
returning value to company partners

Å Criteria

ï One-fifth of the score is based on local area ties, and two-fifths each for 

inventiveness and impact.  

ï Inventiveness will be judged on the creativity, inventiveness, and teamwork 

used in the innovation.  

ï Impact is broadly defined, encompassing economic, environmental and/or 

societal impacts.

ï All entries must have a significant component linking the discovery, 

development or commercialization to the Midland area.    

ï Clear documentation of the date of commercialization is required.  Press 

releases or other public announcements are expected for commercialized 

products. Process innovations without public documentation will be accepted 

provided documentation, such as support letters from company leadership, is 

provided. Letters from listed team members will not be accepted. 
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Local Innovation Award (cont)
returning value to company partners

Å Judging

ï The Awards Committee of the Midland Local Section will judge the 

nominations.  

ï Conflict of interest will result in Committee members recusing themselves from 

judging duties only when the member is actually named in a nomination.  

ï Working for a company with a nominated product is insufficient to create a 

conflict requiring recusal, though such ties must be openly disclosed. 
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Landmark for Development of 
INSITE Catalysis 

Å Prospective ACS Landmarks must be nominated by an ACS local section, 

division or committee with knowledge of the host organization.

Å I am on the NHCL committee 

ï I actually can work to prepare the package with no conflict of interest

Å Criteria

ï Landmarks must represent a seminal achievement in the history of the 

chemical sciences in the United States.

ï Landmarks must evidence a significant contribution and benefit to society and 

the chemical profession in the United States.

ï Landmarks must have occurred at least 25 years ago. INSITE ~ 30 yrs

ï The significance of Landmark subjects must be readily communicable to the 

general public.
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CERM 2020
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CERM 2020: CERM2019 Presenter 
Needed

Å Needed: Presenter to review CERM2019 to regional board at CERM2020.

ï CERM2019 board unavailable to present.

ï Brief report is needed that focus primarily on financials & some statistics.

ï Content available from July 2019 Midland Section Meeting, CERM2019 report, 

and CERM2019 forms submission.
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Outreach Volunteer of the Year

Dimi Katsoulis named Midland Section 2020 Outreach 

Volunteer of the Year

ñAs the 2019 CERM Chair, Dimi Katsoulis enabled a world-class 

meeting with three strategic pillars: technical, educational and 

community outreach. Dimiôs leadership enabled unique, exciting, 

multi-faceted community outreach, public participation in learning, 

celebrated chemistry in everyday life, and nurtured the interest & 

promotion of the value of science. As a part of CERM2019, ~2,000 

students performed water quality testing in the inaugural ñH2OQ 

Citizen Scientist Experimentò, ~3,000 people attended presentations 

by Astronaut Scott Kelly, a museum exhibit celebrated the 

ñChemistry of Artò, and ñChemistry Nightò was hosted at a Minor 

League Baseball game including university STEM recruiting and 

hands-on demonstrations.ò

American Chemical Society 10



Outreach Volunteer of the Year

Å Announcement with all of the awardeesô names 2020 Spring C&EN

Å ACS Committee on Community Activities will select national winner who 

will be announced via the same article, website, and social media 

campaign.

Å National Qualifications (made known post nominations)

ï Frequency - How often does the volunteer plan events?

ï Impact - How many have been affected by the volunteerôs programs over the 

past five years?

ï Creativity and Innovation - Did the volunteer display creativity with types of 

activities, themes, partners, etc.?

ï Duration of Experience - Does the volunteerôs years of service show dedication 

to outreach?

ï Community Leadership - Has the volunteer provided direction, guided 

volunteerism, and shared activity successes and lessons learned with other 

ACS groups?
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Activities & Volunteers Needed: 
Women's STEM Night at MCFTA

Needs:

Å 2 activities and volunteers.

Å Names of women scientists 

related to the 

activities. Poster about 

scientists will be made by 

MCFTA and displayed near 

activity tables.

Event info:

Å Womenôs STEM Night

Å February 11, 2020 at 7 PM

Å Midland Center for the Arts 

Founders Room
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2019 Annual Report & FORMS

Å THANK YOU all!

ï Expected >100 event and activity entries

ï Expected >30 ChemLuminary submissions

Å All content must be submitted by Friday, February 7 at 5 PM

ï Please email Amanda Palumbo with any other changes needed after 

deadline

ï ChemLuminary award nomination drafts

Å Do NOT click ñsubmit nominationò (this locks out any edits)

ÅOnly click ñsave for laterò
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The U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad 
(USNCO) 

Å The U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad is a multi-tiered chemistry competition

Å The top four students of the national competition represent the United States in 

the annual International Chemistry Olympiad.

Å Olympiad tiers (focus on first two in red):
ï Local Chemistry Olympiad Competition.

ï National Chemistry Olympiad Exam.

ï Study Camp.

ï International Chemistry Olympiad.

Å USNCO coordinator tasks:

Å Advertise and promote the Olympiad program in the 

local schools.

Å Communicate with high school teachers.

Å Register schools and students for participation.

Å Order exams, certificates, answer sheets, etc.

Å Oversee the administration of Local and National Exams.

Å Distribute test results and nominate national exam students.
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The US team won three gold medals and 

one silver medal at the International 

Chemistry Olympiad, held in Paris on July 

21-30, 2019.

US team members Edward Jin (from left), 

Anton Ni, Yajvan Ravan, and Albert Liu.

https://icho2019.paris/en/


2020 Chemistry Olympiad: 
Local Exam 
Å Eleven schools will participate with the total number of 241 expected students

Å All five counties are represented

Å The number of students per school varies significantly (from 1 to 60).
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No. County High School Teacher Expected students #

1 Bay John Glenn Sandra Schafer 24

2 Bay Bay City Western Gwenyth Kieser 21

3 Gratiot Alma Lisa Parsons 1

4 Isabella Mt Pleasant Jason Brown 35

5 Isabella Shepherd Rick Cahoon 10

6 Midland H. H. Dow Adam Colvin 32

7 Midland Midland Jeffry Yoder 16

8 Saginaw Carrollton Shawn Thelen 16

9 Saginaw Freeland Tom Short 11

10 Saginaw Heritage Melanie Galonska 16

11 Saginaw SASA David Allan 60

Total 241



2020 Chemistry Olympiad Schedule

American Chemical Society 16

Completed 

Completed

Dates set, March 9-13

Date set, April 25



The 2020 Volunteer Team

Å Chemistry Olympiad Committee Chair - Michael Tulchinsky (Dow)

Å Local Exam Grading/National Exam host ïMichael Coote (SVSU)

Å National Exam Proctor ïStephanie Barbon (Dow)  

Å The 2019 volunteers have been                                                       

recognized with ACS certificates

ïMichael Coote (SVSU)

ï Anne-Catherine Bedard (Dow)

ï Robert Kennedy (Dow)

ï Michael Tulchinsky (Dow)
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American Chemical Society ïMidland Section

Midland ACS Centennial Exhibit: 
A Century of Science and Service

Gina Malczewski

On behalf of the Centennial Committee
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Background

Å Planning began January, 2016

Å Changes in Committee over time: final make-up:

ï Angelo Cassar    Stacy Daniels   Wendell Dilling   Gretchen Kohl

ï Jim Malek   Gina Malczewski  John Metcalf   Joan Sabourin

Å Grants

ï Midland ACS $20K

ï National ACS Corporate Associates $1K

ï HH and Grace A. Dow Foundation: $62.7K

ï Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation  $50K

ï Charles J. Strosacker Foundation $20K

ï Doan Family Foundation $11K

Å Expenditures: $120, 400 (more pending)

Å Income: ~$3K from pins, Museum event, wines, envelopes, etc



Exhibit Collaborations/Publicity
Å Science History Institute

ï Two (+1) trips, $750 grant for research

ï Lent artifacts

Å Midland Historical Society: Gary Skory, Jake Huss

Å Midland Center for the Arts/Northwood

Å Central Michigan University Museum Studies

ï Jay Martin, Professor of History 

ï 1 Grad students, 2 undergrads

ï Activities:

Å Centennial website

Å Content development

Å Photo acquisition

Å Installation, Take-down

Å Relocation: brochure and planning

Å ClearRiver Marketing and ACS: flyers, TV, periodical  and radio ads, 

facebook events
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Exhibit Content

Å Intro, History, Communications, Education, 

Leadership and Awards, Unintended 

Consequences, PPPPT Tower: People 

Patents, Processes, Products, Tools

Å Suspended ñMoleculesòðsubunits of the 

polymers featured: sodium polyacrylate, 

polyvinylidene chloride, Silly Putty, 

expanded polysytrene foam

Å Molecular models at the tower, Ask a 

Chemist, puzzles for prizes

Å 2 min ñA Day Without Chemistryò video, 

one on Outreach (made by Dow High 

students) and 6- min on breast implant 

controversy

Å 7display cases, T-shirt quilt, ñPeriodic 

Table of Peopleò with mobile tiles
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